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Amnesty International's long-standing concerns regarding trial procedures and torture in the Islamic
Republic of Iran continue. The organization is particularly concerned about trials before special
courts, including military courts where trials fall far short of internationally recognized standards
for fair trial and where trial hearings are usually held in camera; proceedings are summary, hearings
often lasting only a few minutes, with defendants rarely having access to legal counsel and no right

of appeal.
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Amnesty International has learned that Larisa Kharchenko was released from pre-trial detention on

19December 1997, pending her trial.
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On 23 January 1998, Ihar Mironaw was sentenced to death by the Vitebsk Regional Court. He is
thought to be appealing to the Supreme Court of Belarus. If the Supreme Court refuses to uphold
his appeal against his death sentence, his only chance will be to appeal to President Lukashenka to
grant clemency.
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In recent years Amnesty International has received numerous reports of human rights violations

against the civilian population of Santander Department by paramilitary groups operating with the

support of the armed forces. The civilian population has lodged numerous official complaints

denouncing the close links between the armed forces and paramilitary groups. Guerrilla groups

have also been responsible for frequent abuses of human rights in the area, including deliberate and
bi killings.
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* paramilitary groups WS DR, WEFE—TH% L2 RMOREERMDZ &, HEFIH
MERTEILTVS,

11



* deliberate and arbitrary killings 2 &bt TRBHREERT.
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On 3 January 1998 Batom Mitee, Tombari Gioro and some 20 members of the Ogoni community
were arrested in Bori, the main Ogoni town, by armed troops from the Internal Security Task Force.
This a joint military and paramilitary force set up in April 1994 to repress peaceful protests against
the multinational petroleum company Shell by the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People
(MOSOP).
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