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The Japanese have now discovered a TRAC publication,
and have translated that too. The MWRA Guide to
Safely Dealing With Household Hazardous Waste is now
available in Japanese, according to Gene Benson of
TRAC, who lent Public Affairs his single copy (see
illustration). This booklet was translated by Professor
Akira Sakai, who teaches at an University in Kobe.

i &

Professor Sakai received a copy of the MWRA's publica-
tion while visiting here to discuss watershed manage-
ment in 1996. Returning home , he asked the MWRA
for permission to translate the hooklet, saying that "I
believe the information described in this brochure is
exactly what we Japanese need to protect the environ-
ment and our health. I would like to spread the infor-
mation and extend interest in protecting the environ-
ment to consumers and the young generation."

A logo on the inside front page is faintly reminiscent of
the backdrop to our own water drop logo. The text
inside offers cautions and recommendations for safely
dealing with paints, cleaning agents and automobile
products. TRAC's Denise Breiteneicher said that the
booklet "shows that environmental concerns are univer-
sal and are not limited to big industry. We all have a
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responsibility to exercise care with the products we use
around our homes, in our yards, and in our garages."

Sewerage Division Director John Fitzgerald said, "I am
especially pleased that the messages in our publications
can be, valuable in any language. The fact that some-
one in another country can readily utilize our instruc-
tion and awareness material shows the versatility of the
practices that we recommend to residential users of the
sewer system."

Closer to home, the MWRA's original hooklets are
available for distribution by calling Denise Breiteneicher
of TRAC at 788-2328. Public Affairs also has in stock a
Spanish/English publication entitled Water & You: A
Guide to Smart Water Use & Disposal in Greater Boston,
which is available by calling Public Affairs at 788-1170.
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