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TABLE 2: Divorce Benefits-of OECD State Pension Systems

Countries Divorce Benefit

AU _|Means-tested A$178.65 wk / A$9,289.80 yr for single women age 50 w/o kids if separated or
divorced at age 40.
37.5% of former spouse's earnings while married, less own pension rights during same period.

BE Divorced widow only entitled to a benefit from her former husband (80% of husband's full benefit) if
not entitled to benefif on her own record. Must not have re

CA Universal: None. Contributory: pension credits accumulated by couples with marriages of 1 or more
years are split equally.

DK _ jNone

FR If income under 83, 658 Fr yr and she has not remarried, 54% of insured's pension, proportionately
divided among all eligible former spouses

DE |Pension rights are summed and the spouse with less pension is graated half the difference at the
expense of the spouse with more pension.
National Pension Program: Any combination of one's own years of contributions and years simply

Jp married to a person who has contributed that adds to 25 produces a full pension of ¥804,200 yr, )
Employee's Pension Insurance: None.

NL None

NZ Only if single parent with children. Covered under family allowances.
Transitional grant to divorced, separated, or unwed parent, plus child care benefit if applicable. Full,

NO ongoing survivor's benefits available if (a) marriage lasted 25 years (15 years if had children) and (b)

- has not remarried. , ) '

ES Spouses resolve pension divisions subject to court guidance and approval.

SE None

CH All earnings while married are split evenly between both spouses and included in their individual
pension determinations.
State pension: Higher-earning spouse’s earnings record is substituted either for (a) all tax years until

"UK the last year of the marriage or (b) only those tax years spanning the marriage, whichever is more

favorable. Earnings-related: (legislation effective

Us 50% of former spouse’s benefit if marriage lasted 10 years or more.

Note: Countries often provide for pension division in their mandatory occupational or private pension schemes.
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TABLE 3: Contribution Credits in OECD State Pension Systems

Countries Pension Contribution Credits for...
AU Not applicable* ‘ '
AT (Credits) Full-time education; Military service; Maternity and chﬂd—raxsmg, Sickness benefit or
unemployment benefit receipt.
BE (Credits) Raising children age 3 or under. Credited each year with earnings equal to earnings in year
‘ prior to child's birth.
CA (Drop-outs) Years of zero or low earnings while ralsmg children under age 7.
DK Not applicable*
FR (Drop-outs) Zero years not averaged in.
DE {Credits) Raising children age 3 or under; Military service; Full-time education; Unpaid home nursing
care for 14 or more hours per week. Value of credit is 0.75 pension points for each applicable year.
"Ip (Credits) Raising children age 1 or under (post-maternal leave). Credited with earningsequal to prior
year's earnings.
NL Not applicable*
NZ Not applicable*
(Credits) Persons taking unpaid, home care of children under age 7, the disabled, sick, or elderly are
NO . . ; . . »
credited with 3.00 pension points for each applicable year.
ES None
" |(Credits) Full-time educatlon Military service; Raising children 4 or under. For child care, the credn
'SE’ awarded the parent each year is the most favorable of (1) earnings level before child birth, (2) difference
. between own earnings and 75% of average covered earnings, (3) 2 wage-adjusted amount of 36,300 SKR
in 1999,
(Credits) Combined child-raising and education credit for children 16 and under. The credit, equal to
CH having earned a salary 3 times the minimum pension (28,944 CH in 1999 or 43% of the average wage),
is awarded to single spouse or divided equally between two spouses.
(Drop-outs) Years of earnings below the contribution floor while (1) in receipt of chxld care benefits for
UK a child under 16, (2) spending 35 or more hours a week caring for someone receiving an attendance or
- disability allowance, and (3) in receipt of income support and also caring for a sick or disabled person at
home are dropped out of the average wage determination for SERPS. No limit on dropped-out years
allowed but at least 20 qualifying years are necessary to receive full basic pension.
Us None

* Country’s system cither awards pension amounts linked to years of residence or otherwise is insensitive

to amount of annual contributions.

n
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Chart 1. Ratio of Benefits for Low, Average and High
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Chart 3. Income Distribution
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Chart 4. Benefit for Low Earner
as Percent of Average Wage
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Chart 5. Low Earner Survivor Benefit as
Percent of Average Wage
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Chart 6a. Benefits for Couples,
Average Earner and Spouse
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Chart 6b. Ratio of One-Earner Couple's to Single Worker s Beneflt

at Average Earnings Level.
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Chart 6d. Pércent Increase in Couple's Benefit When
Spouse Works
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Chart 7a. Benefits for Survivors of Average
Earner as Percent of Average Wage
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Chart 7b. Survivor's Benefit as Percent of One-
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