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Declaration from
WCPEC-3 “Citizens’ work in Japan” International conference working committee
, 18™ May, 2003

We have already entered into the new era with renewable energies.

The time human being lived only with renewable energies was much longer than with fossil fuels.
Fossil fuels could be said to originate from the Solar but they are not sustainable.

The Solar resource / energy are peaceful resource / energy as well as sustainable. We saw as a
reality that the Wars on Afghanistan and Iraq were motivated by plunderage of fossil fuels. We strongly
wish that unreasonable wars of this kind would be eradicated.

Japan became the most advanced country in the world in “terms of production and spread of
photovoltaic systems. The driving forces which lead to the spread with 50% of global market share were
the government policy to subsidize the PV installation on individuals’ houses (about 70% of national
total) and citizens’ enthusiasm to introduce them in spite of uneconomic investments. This shows that PV
and other renewable energies are essentially small scale and locally distributed, and that they are
difficult to become wide-spread without citizens’ participation and initiative. We call the people who
progressively introduced PV “The pioneers of renewable energies” with honor. They say that their
motivations for introduction of PV are prevention of Global Warming, release from the use of nuclear
power, or reduction of resource exhaustion or pollutions. The pioneers who pursue the contribution to the
society supported the spread of PV in Japan and shape the foundation for wider spread. Moreover, the
pioneers do not satisfied with their own PV installation, and are inviting many other people to become
another pioneers together with promotion of energy conservation. This will become a new starting point
to reclaim our energies back to our hands, being freed from the world where they are controlled by the
Oil Majors and giant energy corporations.

PV will be more valuable in countries of the South. Japan and other industrial countries, which have
enjoyed the prosperity with wasteful energy use, are now facing the fundamental questions on their
situations. The countries of the South without basic infrastructures have many possibilities to realize the
advanced rich world using renewable energies as main tools without following the wrong path the
present industrial countries came.

While questioning and examine our past, we will share our experiences in our reclaimed energies and
alternative technologies with the people of the South through fair exchange.

Low energy conversion efficiency has been seen as a disadvantage of renewable energies. What
people of the world should seek for in the face of the threat of Global Warming is to live with the energy
amount which could be provided with renewable energies, and to realize quickly the intelligence and
concrete action to implement such living.

It is necessary to improve technically the efficiency of PV and other renewable energies. It is also
necessary to adjust lifestyles of individuals, to implement the development and use of energy efficient
products, and to establish the social system and city/town planning so that we could live with the amount
of energy from RE.

Therefore, we should realize that we past the phase where we simply promote renewable energies,
and came into the phase where we should examine and implement the social revolution and give the
major role to RE in energy supply. This gives us reason for promoting Energy Shift.

However, Japan is presently facing a bottleneck because of the RPS legislation enforced in April this
year. Although the RPS legislation discussed internationally is a quota obligation of RE with green
certificate market, the one enforced in Japan has no green certificate market. This legislation is leaving
development of renewable energies to market economy which led to the Global Warming. We call
strongly for the action to make renewable energies the leading factors of the worid which achieve energy
shift with transparency and justice.

Entering into the new renewable energy era, we affirm to promote wider spread of PV in Japan
supported by citizens’ ownership. We firmly believe that cumulative actions to reclaim the energies to the
hands of communities and citizens through the spread of RE will lead us to the true sustainable future.




