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Korean Children’s Visit to Yasukuni Shrine during Wartime

Isao MATSUOKA

The relief society of the Imperial Gift Foundation, an organization that aids
soldiers, held a children’s visit to Yasukuni Shrine once a year from 1939 to
1943. A total of 18,000 children of fallen soldiers from the Prefectures of
Japan and its overseas colonies such as Taiwan, Korea, Manchuria, Kwantung
Province and Karafuto Prefecture, commonly known as South Sakhalin, visited
the shrine. Since 1944, the place of worship was changed from Yasukuni
Shrine to gokoku shrines in various regions due to the worsening of the war
and intensified air raids.

In Korea, which was a colony of Japan, the worship ritual was conducted
five times between 1939 and 1943 with the participation of both Japanese and
Korean children of fallen soldiers. Then, in 1944 and 1945, the place of
worship for children of fallen soldiers was changed to Gyeongseong Hoguk
Sinsa as the war situation worsened. This was related to Japan’s implementation
of the Volunteer Solider System (1938) and the Conscription System (1944) in
Korea.

The target of worship of Yasukuni Shrine was the 5" and 6" graders among
children of fallen soldiers. This paper presents their writings and comments in
newspaper articles covering their visit to the shrine. Specifically, the worship
ritual was carried out in the following process:

Visiting the Imperial Palace (Nijubashi Bridge); participating a ceremony at
the Hibiya Public Hall (hosted by the Ministry of Health and Welfare and the
Relief Society with the Empress’ gift granting); entering the Sanctuary; touring
the Yushukan; and touring Tokyo area (Meiji Jingu, the Gallery of Horyuii
Treasures and the Imperial Naval Academy).

Touring of Hanshin by Korean and Taiwanese children (Ise Jingu, Kashihara
Jingu and Mausoleum of Emperor Meiji at Fushimi Momoyama).
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Worshiping by Korean children together with Japanese children with
“Tamabushi,” a shinto offering, always done only by Japanese children.

This paper traces the fact that Korean children worshiped at Yasukuni Shrine
during the war and reveals the intention of the visit to the shrine during the
colonial rule of Korea.

m keyword
Yasukuni Shrine, Children of Korean Fallen Soldiers, Shrine Worship
by Children, Colonial Rule, Relief Society of the Imperial Gift Founda
tion, Japanese Government-General of Korea.



