
Contents
Asian Migrant Yearbook 2004

Preface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Acknowledgment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 2
Acronyms and Currency Rates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Thematic Reports
Regional Overview 2004 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Migrant Forum in Asia: Update of Activities, 2003-2004 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

MFA Seoul Statement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
Joint Statement of MFA and MRI for International Migrants’ Day. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

International Civil Society Cooperation on Migrants’ Rights. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
Building Migrant and People’s Solidarity in Challenging Neoliberal Development & WTO 41

The Hong Kong Declaration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49
Economic and Security Dimensions Affecting Migration Policies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .52
2004: A Year for Critical Self-Reflection in the Anti-Trafficking Movement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57
Women Migrant Factory Workers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63

Country Reports

Resources, Organizations and Contributors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . 306

vi ASIAN MIGRANT CENTRE

Australia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74
Bangladesh . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86
Burma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98
Cambodia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104
China . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114
Gulf countries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .128
Hong Kong SAR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148
India. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160
Indonesia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .172
Japan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .184
Korea (South) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .192
Lao PDR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .202
Macau SAR. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212
Malaysia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .216
Nepal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 230
Philippines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244
Sri Lanka . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256
Taiwan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .270
Thailand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .286
Vietnam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .298



Preface 

T his sixth volume of the Asian Migrant Yearbook (AMY) is co-published by the Migrant Forum in
Asia (MFA) and Asian Migrant Centre (AMC). The MFA is an Asian regional migrants’ rights
advocacy network with over 250 member organizations in 13 countries in Asia. AMC is a regional
research, monitoring and training center on Asian labor migration. The AMY Committee of MFA,

which was formed in July 2004, together with AMC discussed and planned contents of this AMY, while
respective contributors wrote their own country reports. Once the reports were submitted to AMC, AMC
edited the reports while the AMY Committee provided feedback on the draft reports.

This volume of AMY covers from the beginning of 2003 to mid-2004. AMY 2004 includes the follow-
ing sections:

1. Table of ratification (by country) of international (UN and ILO) human rights instruments relevant to
migrant workers;

2. Thematic reports - including a regional overview of migration issues, international initiatives, and reports
on trafficking, gender, other issues pertaining to migrant workers in Asia; 

3. Country statistics - including migration, labor and annual socio-economic data for each country;
4. Country reports (19 Countries/territories plus GCC countries);
5. List of recently published resource materials, and directory of organizations and contributors.

This volume of AMY includes seven thematic reports.  When AMY Committee met in July 2004, it
agreed that it is important to have thematic reports in all future AMYs, in order to continuously deepen anal-
ysis on key thematic issues. Some of the key themes that the Committee identified as important are: gender,
trafficking, and migrants’ rights violations. It also includes a report on migrants’ opposition to the WTO and
neo-liberal agendas, which have been increasingly identified as the cause of push factors relating to migra-
tion.

As in the past, each country report has three major parts: political and economic update, migration
update and responses. A number of the country reports were contributed by MFA members and partner
organizations. Many of these organizations have been working on migration issues for many years through
advocacy, emergency relief, organizing, training, and similar activities, thus their information, perspectives
and analysis are supported by or rooted from their experiences and knowledge gained in their day-to-day
work.  

AMY Committee and AMC will conduct a thorough assessment of this volume of AMY as well as
planning of future volumes shortly after publishing this book. �

AMY2004 Editorial Team
Asian Migrant Centre

December 2005
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