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FIGURE 1
As union membership rates decrease, middle-class incomes shrink

30 54
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Source: Union membership rate is from Barry T, Hirsch, David A, MacPherson, and Wayne G, Vroman, "Estimates of Union Density by State.”
Monthly Labor Review 124 (7) (2001), Middle-class share of aggregate income is from the U.S, Census Bureau, Current Population Survey
(Department of Commerce).
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8% of Americans earned
money from an online ‘gig’
platform in the last year;
18% earned money selling
something online

% of U.S. adults who earned
money from an online job
platform in the last year by
doing ...

At least one of the
tasks below

Online tasks (surveys,
data entry, etc.)

Ride hailing I 2
Shopping/delivery | 1
Cleaning/laundry I 1

Other tasks I 2

% who earned money in the
last year by selling ___ online

At least one of the
items below

Used/second-hand goods 14
Handmade items I 2
Consumer goods I 2

Something else I 3

Source: Survey conducted July 12-Aug. 8,
2016.

“Gig Work, Online Sellingand Home
Sharing’

DimTerences petween casual SIS workers and tnose

who are more financially reliant

% of U.S. adults who ... Earned money in the last year

from online job platforms

929% did not earn money in this way

Of that share, % saying
that income is ... Essential or

important

Among those who
say income is
essential or
important ...

1o have ...

% who do ... Online tasks

Cleaning/laundry 10

2% who have these motivations

Need to control own schedule 45% 11%

Just for fun or for something to do

Lack of other jobs where they live 12

To gain work experience

o

% who ...

v s e e 6%
79
under $30K S 3
Have high school degrees or less 28

Think of themselves as employees of o
the site they use to find work

Are employed full time
Are white

Source: Survey conducted July 12-Aug. S, 2016.
“Gig Work, Online Sellingand Home Sharing”

Nice to have

Among those who
say income is nice

69%

e2
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“Employment has shifted from the career, to the job,

to the task” — Jerry Davis, “Capital markets and job creation in the 21st
century” (The Brookings Institution, 2015%128)

-David Weil, “The Fissured Workplace” (Harvard University Press, 2014%)
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( “Report of the Commission on Inclusive Prosperity”, Center for American
Progress, 20154 ] A)
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“The end of all education should surely be
service to others.”

— Cesar E. Chavez
(March 31, 1927 - April 23, 1993)
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