Helsinki, the 12th of August 2012

To the Mayor of Kyoto

The topics: the preservation of Kyoto Kaikan

As a long term visitor of Kyoto and as a specialist of historic preservation | would like to express
my greatest concern of the current plans of the City of Kyoto to redevelop the site and to demol-
ish the interior of the building. Kyoto Kaikan is an important work by architect Kunio Maekawa -

one of the key figures of Japanese Modernism and the designer of the Tokyo Symphony Hall.

The significance of Kyoto Kaikan for the modern heritage of Kyoto is great. The building is ex-
ceptionally well preserved up to the interiors, which adds to the uniqueness of this building.
Therefore the current plans to keep only the outer architecture and to build a new building inside
is against the values of this building, and would completely destroy what is significant in it. The
modern legacy of Kyoto is not so numerous and makes the protection of this building the more

important.

Therefore, | sincerely petition to the cultural will of the City of Kyoto, known for its great efforts to
preserve its historic urban heritage. Please stop the plans and preserve the Kyoto Kaikan in its

entirety.

Riitta Salastie

Architect, D.Sc.

Helsinki City Planning Department
Kansakoulukatu 3, 00100 Helsinki, FINLAND
tel. + 358 (0)9 310 37218

e-mail: riitta.salastie(at)hel.fi

Member of ICOMOS International Scientific Committee on 20C Heritage
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